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COVER BOOK REVIEW 
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It is the Dry. 
Over the plains and cliffs and rivers 
of Kakadu, in northern Australia, 
the a,r hangs heavy. 
It's hot and very humid. 

So begins the narrative of a journey into 
Kakadu in which readers are transported 
to Australia's largest national park and 
immersed in the cycle of seasons from 
the Dry, to the Wet and back again ... 
while also experiencing those seasons 
in between. Kakadu is a vast expanse of 
a stunning and challenging landscape; 
it is captivating and teeming with an 
array of wildlife, and a place of extraor­
dinary natural and cultural value. Dry 
to Dry captures that sense of place in 
a fascinating interplay of language and 
images to deftly convey the unique 
landscape and flora and fauna that de­
fine Kakadu. 

Rivers have turned to creeks and the 
long-necked turtle has buried itself in 
the mud as it waits for the Wet to come. 
From northern lands the flocks of birds 
begin to arrive. Storm clouds start to 
gather to darken the sky and bring the 
first kiss of rain. As the creeks begin to 
flow, birds build their nests, turtles and 
frogs emerge from their muddy havens 
and the wetlands come to life. Then 
the monsoon arrives. Pelting rain swells 
the rivers as the wetlands spread across 
the countryside and towering cliffs be­
come thunderous woterfolls as animals 
take shelter in the trees. The rain stops 
as clear skies return, waterlilies blan­
ket the pools and lakes and migratory 
birds take to the skies for their flight 
north. Wind storms blast the landscape 
as the sun once more blazes down upon 
Kakadu. The rivers recede and the long-

necked turtle finds its home deep in the 
rive,bank to wait for the Wet once more, 
The yearly cycle of wet and dry seasons 

continues ... 

This is Pamela Freeman and Liz Anelli's 
second title in the multi award-winning 
and shortlisted collection of Walker's 
Nature Storybook series. The array of ti 
tles belonging to the series began in the 
UK but over several years has expanded 
to excellent releases from Australian cre­
atives, which includes Claire Saxby and 
Graham Byrne's Emu and Big Red Kan­
garoo. Freeman and Anelli's first title in 
the series-Desert Lake-that explored 
Lake Eyre and its unique natural quali­
ties, was a CBCA Notable and shortlisted 
book in several other awards including 
winning the Australian Standing Orders 
Librarians' Choice (Non-Fiction) Award. 
Dry to Dry is of like quality and provides 
a visual chronicle of one of Australia's 
most valued national parks. 

Characteristic of these titles is the dual 
text of a lyrical and descriptive narra­
tive of the environment that runs paral­
lel to a factual text. The narrative style 
text is in a larger font with variations in 
size for specific descriptions and empha­
sis which have been carefully chosen. 
Kakadu lends itself to a diverse range 
of description and Freeman's use of ad­
Jectives reflects this with word choices 
that will be a delight to read aloud. The 
factual text appears in a smaller font 
and does not intrude on the narrative, 
it rests easily alongside the story, being 
clearly distinct and presenting as an op­
tion for the reader to dip into, or as a 
possibility for later exploration. 

The combination of text and illustra­
tions offers much for readers to explore. 
Double-page spreads capture the vast­
ne~s and diversity of the landscape, 
while the adaptation of flora and fauna 
to the seasons is simply described both 
in language and images. Layers of paint, 
bold lines, fine lines, texturing and a 
careful use of colour in earthy tones 
convey the changing landscape and its 

wildlife An accurate sense of the VJ ta 
is conveyed by a variety of perspectiv:s 
close up, distant and a birds-eye vie ' 
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T e uman e ement 1s not forgotten Mith 
backgrounds unobtrusively depicting the 
arrival of visitors to the national park-a 
loaded 4WD, a bridge, people, road signs, 
a boat and man-made structures are sub­
tly placed, with light line drawings a_ 
most camouflaged in the vast landscapP 

The inclusion of the section Abou 
Kakadu in the final pages is a valuab 
addition and it is here that readers w1 
discover more of the ancient Aborigina 
connection to Kakadu, including the dat 
ing of rock paintings back 20 000 yea•s 
The depiction of the indigenous conne, -
tion is not visible in the illustrat10 , 
so this section provides an important 
source of information. The Aboriginal 
people's description of six Kakadu sea­
sons rather than the Wet and the Dry 
provides an opportunity fo r discussi1 in 

and prompts a return to the illustrations 
to further analyse the images. Each of 
these seasons: Wurrgeng, Gurrung, Gunu­
meleng, Gudjewg, Bangerreng and Yegge 
are briefly described and distinctly pre­
sented in the double-page spreads. The 
illustrator's map of Kakadu, along with 
that of Australia are useful additions to 
place Kakadu within the context of our 
country. The index will also prove useful 
for those readers seeking more informa­
tion. 

Dry to Dry is a valuable title for the 
school and public library collection and 
will be read time and time again. Aus­
tralia is a vast and diverse nation. Expe­
riencing all that our country has to offer 
is not always possible, but this narrative 
non-fiction title takes readers on a jour­
ney deep into the immense and fascinat­
ing landscape of Kakadu. Suitable for a 
range of ages, Dry to Dry provides a per­
fect level of factual content for the mid­
Primary years and an informative and en­
tertaining title for consideration of the 
environment, Australian landscapes and 
flora and fauna. 
Highly recommended. 


